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Ethicsand Accountants: Descriptive Approaches from Traditional to Post-
modern

By: Homayoun M oshir zadeh*

Accounting literature and education always put great emphasis on ethics. Accountants
face ethical dilemmas every day. Professional institutions all over the world have tried
to codify such ethics to direct accountants actions.

Descriptive ethics (contrasted with normative ethics) studies people's belief about
morality and what they think is right. Different models have been evolved to identify
and explain accountants "behavior ".

Borrowing from Mc Phail and Walter's "Business and Accounting Ethics® and
extending it to other studies, investigations and theories in such fields as philosophy,
psychology, anthropology and sociology, especialy with a distinct view to the post-
modern world, the author tries to develope a new, more comprehensive model to
describe accountants behavior when facing professional ethical dilemmas.

Based on this model, accountants actually become "ethical subjects’ whose
experience is formed in a three-dimensional "space" namely, ethical subject's character
or persona characteristics (eg self-discipline, risk aversion, superego, telos, etc.)
contextual or environmental attributes and conditions( eg. culture, client's nature of
activity, etc. ) subject-related matters (e.g. intensity, subjection mode, discourse,
language, semantics, etc) while such accounting issues as materiality, accounting and
auditing standards, codes, regulations and the like must aso be taken into
consideration as part of accountants ethical experience and decision making process.

*CPA, MBA, DBA Student
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